
Graduation:  the ceremony of  

conferring degrees or diplomas, as at a 

college or high school.  

Celebration: to rejoice in or have spe-

cial festivities to mark a happy day, 

event, etc.; to praise or publicly proclaim. 

 

Spring has finally sprung and June is 

right around the corner. Each year 

around this time we entertain questions 

about what our school does in terms of a  

kindergarten graduation. We’d like to 

respond by saying we have  

celebrations, not graduations.  

Families choose Wintonbury  

because of many reasons, one of them 

being our developmentally appropriate 

approach to working with young chil-

dren. We hold on tight to what we under-

stand is best practice. Sometimes that 

isn’t always popular, or what your neigh-

bor’s school is doing, or what we as par-

ents experienced in our own childhoods.  

Nevertheless, we spend our days here 

living out what we know to be best prac-

tices in early childhood education. 

Adults acknowledge children’s accom-

plishments, but we caution against over 

praising which often results in teaching 

children to become dependent on exter-

nal motivators. When  

overused, a compliment loses value and 

the reward is diminished. Our goal is for 

motivation to become intrinsic, allowing 

children to develop a sense of self worth 

that comes from within – the reward for 

a job well done is to feel good about  

doing a good job.   

We believe that finishing kindergarten is 

a great accomplishment.  It is something 

to be celebrated. But by definition we 

can’t call the end of kindergarten a grad-

uation, there is no degree  

conferred or diploma handed out, our 

students have not finished their  

formal schooling. In fact, they have only 

just begun.  We are proud of all our stu-

dents, including kindergarteners. This is 

why we encourage a celebration at the 

end of each year – a special party or 

event to mark a happy day.  

There will be special parties in preschool 

and kindergarten for your child and fam-

ily to celebrate the end of the school 

year. You may choose to continue that 

celebration with a special family dinner 

or trip to the ice cream shop. We are so 

grateful to all our families for sharing 

their children and themselves with us 

each day.   
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Important Dates 

June 1st PTO meeting, 6pm 

June 1st Parent Orientation for 

Families Transitioning to Kinder-

garten at Wintonbury, 9:00-10:00 am 

*June 1st Art Night, 5:30-7:00 pm  

(June 8th Art Night rain date) 

June 3rd AuerFarm Family Picnic 

(June 4th AuerFarm rain date ) 

*June 16th Volunteer Recognition  

June 22nd Last day of school , 1pm 

dismissal  

 

*dates that have been changed—new date listed is accurate 

There is still availability for the Auerfarm’s SPROUTS pro-

gram. Children entering PreK/K in the fall are eligible. There 

are 4—one week programs from 9:00 a.m.—1:00 a.m.  Chil-

dren will explore the farm, take hayrides, visit the animals, 

play games, make healthy snacks and more.  

For more information, please contact Mark DiBella 

at 860-242-7144 x110 or visit www.auerfarm.org.  SPROUTS 

Students put on wings and 

pretend to be pollinators 

around  the flower garden 

http://www.auerfarm.org
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Unit of Study: 

Living & Non-Living  

Kindergarteners are alive 

with expanding knowledge 

of living and non-living 

things. The current unit of 

study explores these topics in 

depth. Kindergarten students have 

read many books related to the 

living and non-living things. They 

planted seeds and cared for them 

through their growth, and are in-

volved in conducting research 

about a living thing and their habi-

tat at home.  

 

 

In school each kindergarten classroom is 

doing focused investigations on specific 

habitats: the desert, the ocean, the rain-

forest.  

 

Home research tip:  Find and use 

kid friendly websites such as the 

San Diego Zoo for Kids at 

http://kids.sandiegozoo.org/ 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Happenings                                                     

SAVE THE DATE! 

ANNUAL WINTONBURY  

END OF YEAR FARM 

PARTY! 

Saturday, June 3th 5:00pm 

6:30pm movie (Sing) 

(Rain date, Sunday, June 4) 

Hay rides, live music, snacks, scavenger 

hunts, animals and more! 

 

 

Kindergarten legacy gift is installed  

Thank you Farmer Justin, for 

continuously beautifying the 

courtyard and maintaining the 

green house  

(left): 

pumpkin 

sprouts in 

the court 

yard  

Dioramas' from student’s 

home research projects that 

illustrate a living thing 

(above) Partner drawings that depict the rainforest and 

(to the right) representation of the orchid flower  

http://kids.sandiegozoo.org/


On Monday, May 1st, Wintonbury Early 

Childhood Magnet School hosted a 

“Touch a Truck” event at the school in 

partnership with the Bloomfield Public 

Works Department.  Mrs. Elizabeth 

Guidice, PreK Teacher at Wintonbury 

worked with Public Works to organize 

this event.  Bloomfield Public Works has 

a mission to increase its visibility in and 

service to the Bloomfield community, 

bringing more awareness and context for 

the public to the very noble profession of 

“Public Works.”   

Mrs. Guidice’s students have been inves-

tigating “Heavy Equipment” as a “Unit of 

Study” that was based on child-led inter-

ests and questions that students have 

about the world around them.  Teachers 

at Wintonbury expose students to vari-

ous aspects of their world and as student 

interest is sparked, the teachers “follow 

their lead,” creating units that assist 

students in researching answers to their 

questions.  As the students’ interest 

mounted regarding the topic of Heavy 

Equipment, the natural next step that 

Mrs. Elizabeth Guidice pursued was to 

get experts to the children who 

could answer their research ques-

tions.  Out of that, the “Touch a 

Truck” event was launched and  the 

Bloomfield Public Works Opera-

tions Manager, Dan Carter, and 

Field Operations Foreman, Bart 

Ritson, came to Wintonbury to plan 

the event with Mrs. Guidice and 

Mrs. Lisa Eells, Principal.  

On  Monday, under the watchful 

eye of teachers, instructional assis-

tants, and Bloomfield Public Works 

employees, the entire Wintonbury 

student population viewed (behind 

barricades) or were allowed to phys-

ically explore the various types of 

Heavy Equipment used to maintain 

the properties and streets of the 

Town of Bloomfield.  These included 

large mowers, snow plows, backhoes, and 

sanders.  The hands-on learning and 

questions from students to the experts 

helped the students to understand all 

their questions about Heavy Equipment 

at high levels! 
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 Summer Extension Registration 

The Summer Extension Program is a seven week program that is created and designed as a hands-on en-

richment program for Preschool and Kindergarten age children.  The students engage in exploratory ac-

tivities which promote positive learning experiences.  Any child that attended Wintonbury during the 

2016-2017 school year may attend Summer Extension.  Parents can choose any or all of the seven weeks.  

Options include three, four or five days.  You may also choose from a part day option (9am-2:30pm) or full 

day option (7:30am-5:45pm).   

 

If you are interested in learning more, please contact Kristine 

Johnson at kjohnson@blmfld.org .  Information packets are also 

available from Mrs. Robbin at the front reception desk.     

Students gather inside the bucket 

of a public works truck 

mailto:kjohnson@blmfld.org


Let’s Talk Workshop Highlights 

Families joined together on 

April 27th at the Bloomfield 

Fire Department to learn about 

the connection between reading, 

language, and talking. Research 

and experience has shown that 

the quality and quantity of talk-

ing with young children devel-

ops language, reading and writ-

ing abilities; improves their 

ability to problem-solve, and  

prepares them effectively for 

school. When you are reading at 

home you can “talk more” by 

asking questions about the 

book, pointing out what is 

happening on a page, and 

connecting to your child's 

experiences.   

(right): “Happy 

Campers” in 

room 202 enjoy 

the books that 

they got from 

the book fair, 

which was a 

huge success, 

THANK YOU PTO! 

(left): kinder-

garten students 

recreate paint-

ings by the 

famous artist, 

Claude Monet 

in art class  

A Musical Performance;  

the culminating activity, 

room 303   

(above): the performance program  

(below): the performance  


